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The First World War: trauma and memory

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/the-first-world-war-trauma-and-memory/content-section-
overview

Course summary

In this free course, The First World War: trauma
and memory, you will study the subject of
physical and mental trauma, its treatments and
its representation. You will focus not only on the
trauma experienced by combatants but also the
effects of the First World War on civilian
populations.

Learning outcomes

By completing this course, the learner should be
able to:

e find and critically evaluate casualty rates, as
well as interrogate different data sets

¢ understand what is meant by 'shell shock' and
the extent to which it was culturally and
historically specific

o reflect on the traumatic experiences of
civilians in wartime, focusing in particular on
atrocities and on the experience of wartime
hunger and disease

¢ reflect on representations of trauma and grief
in literature and art.
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